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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church- Lynchburg, VA 

Grace and peace to you!!! It is a joy to be with you this morning and I pray you know just how loved and 

important you are. You are loved by God unconditionally and you are a very important part of God’s mission for 

the church in the world. Whatever reason brought you to worship today, I pray you know you matter and are 

welcome here.  

Today is the Fifth Sunday in the season of Lent, an Old English word meaning springtime. The season of Lent 

is a time for growth in faith- through prayer, spiritual discipline, and self-examination in preparation for the 

commemoration of the dying and rising of the Lord Jesus Christ. In total, Lent is a season of 40 days- 

remembering the flood in Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mt. Horeb, Jonah’s call to 

Ninevah, and Jesus’ testing in the wilderness. Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 14, and concludes 

with the Great Easter Vigil, March 30. Not included in the 40 days are Sundays, as the Lord’s Day is a 

celebration of Christ’s resurrection. Throughout Lent, we are called to a pilgrimage of prayer, in which we learn 

to be God’s people once more. Even though we are most of the way through the season, you are still invited to 

observe a holy lent by self-examination and penitence, by prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by 

meditating on God’s word. In our observance and service, God brings us back to God’s heart, opens our eyes 

to God’s presence in the world and frees our hands to lead others to the wonders of God’s grace. 

As God’s children and Jesus’ disciples here at First Presbyterian, we believe it is important to take seriously 

God’s commandment and Jesus’ teachings to love God, love one another, and love our neighbors. If you’re 

looking for a perfect church, although there are many wonderful things happening in the life and ministries of First 

Presbyterian, perfect is not in the cards. We’re real people. We do the very best we can, but we don’t always get 

it right. We understand how much we all need grace in our lives. And we believe that God’s love, which never 

gives up and never let’s go, is for everyone. We truly believe this a place for all God’s children to be a part of 

celebrating God’s grace and inspiring the next generation for Christ. 
 

Run the Race, Fight the Fight, Keep the Faith, 

Rev. Dr. Peter Thompson 

Building Hospitality 

Our building is a wonderful resource. It can also feel like a labyrinth when you are learning your way around. A 

few key locations may be helpful to you: Accessible Restrooms can be located just outside the Fellowship Hall 

doors. The Elevator can be accessed from this level on the hallway near the Weekday School Offices. The 

Nursery is also located on this level on the hallways near the Weekday School Offices. Ushers are available and 

willing to assist you in finding your way or answering other questions. Wayfinding signs are also posted at all 

intersections throughout the building. 

Welcoming Children 

Just as Jesus welcomes the little children to come, so we welcome children of all ages in worship. We believe we 

are better when all members of God’s family are included! In order to make the worship service as welcoming for 

our littlest ones as possible, we provide worship carts with a variety of resources to make a worship bag. After the 

children’s moment, 4 years to 2nd grade aged children are invited to participate in worship workshop in room 101 

or stay for the remainder of worship. It is always a joy to have your children and all the wiggles, giggles, 

questions, noises, and insights they bring. If you have any questions about how to enhance your child’s worship 

experience, or if you’re looking to get involved with our children’s ministries, please contact Dr. Marcia Thom-

Kaley (marcia@fpcly.org) or Catherine Adams (communications@fpcly.org). 

Interested in joining? 

If you’d like to be here in a more official capacity, you are invited to join First Presbyterian as a member. Everyone 

who is part of our community is treated the same. Joining isn’t about special treatment, but rather about a 

commitment you make to following Jesus alongside others trying to do the same. New member gatherings take 

place throughout the year based on interest. If you are interested in learning more, please contact Rev. Dr. Peter 

Thompson (peter@fpcly.org) or Alex Collier (alex@fpcly.org). 



Service of the Lord’s Day… Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 17, 2024 

 
*Those who are able, please stand.  

All are invited to join together in saying liturgy printed in bold. 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
Fellowship  
 

Prelude            
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
 

Leader:   Let us worship God for whom our souls long and our spirits seek.  
All:  We come with eagerness, questions, openness and concerns and we look to 

the Lord who breathes new life into us.   
Leader:   Come listen to God’s word to us today that we may be filled with peace and joy.  
All:                          May our spirits soar together in praise and glory to God. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

*Hymn                                         What Wondrous Love Is This                                                                                                                                                            Wondrous Love 

 
1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss,  
To bear the *heavy cross for my soul, for my soul, To bear the *heavy cross for my soul! 

 

2. To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, To God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; While millions join the theme, I will sing! 
 

3. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 

And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on. And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 

*Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession (Psalm 51 selected verses) 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love.  Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin.   For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before 
me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned; so you are right in your verdict and justified 
when you judge. Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 
whiter than snow. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation.  Amen.   (Silent Prayer of Confession) 
 

 
*Kyrie:                               Kyrie 

 

 
 

*Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I 

will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls. Know that Jesus has taken our sins 
upon himself and we are forgiven.  Find hope and peace in God’s love. 

All:       By God, through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.  



*Affirmation of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A’s 32 &34 

 

I am called a Christian because by faith I am a member of Christ and so I share in his 
anointing. I am anointed to confess his name, to present myself to him as a living sacrifice 
of thanks, to strive with a free conscience against sin and the devil in this life, and 
afterward to reign with Christ over all creation for all eternity. We call him “our Lord” 
because- not with gold or silver, but with his precious blood- he has set us free from sin 
and from the tyranny of the devil, and has bought us, body and soul, to be his very own. 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Children’s Moment                                           Catherine Adams 
  

Children ages 4 to 2nd Grade are invited to join together in Room 101 for Worship Workshop. 
 

Choral Anthem                                   Be Thou My Vision                         C. Young 

Chancel Choir 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and Thou only first in my heart Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord 
Heart of my own heart whatever befall Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

 

New Testament Reading:  Hebrews 5:5-10                      The Message                                                                                                                                                                  
 

“Eternal Salvation”                       Nancy Dawson 
 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

WE GO OUT IN GOD’S SERVICE 
 

*Hymn:                                      Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine!             Assurance   
 

1.Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

 

Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain) 

 

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (Refrain) 

 
*Benediction 
 

Offering of our Tithes and Offerings 
Visitor Information (Friendship Pads near the exit of the FH) 

Passing the Love, Joy, and Peace of Christ 
Lemonade and Cookies 

 

*Postlude                                   
 

********** 
 

 



 
 



 
  



 



 


