Sanctuary: Third Window on Left Facing Chancel

Upper Medallion: The Baptism of Jesus

Matthew 3:16-17 Jesus when he was baptized went up straightway
out of the water; and lo, the heavens were opened
unto him and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove, and lighting upon him; and lo, a voice
from heaven saying, “This is my beloved son in
whom | am well pleased.”
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Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I| need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well
pleased.”

“Let it be so now; itis
proper for us to do this to
fulfill all righteousness.”




Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you | am well pleased.”

As the people were filled with expectation and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be
the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you
with water, but one who is more powerful than | is coming; | am
not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary,
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”



Mark 1:1-9

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah: “See, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying out in the
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wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight,

And so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And the whole Judean region and
all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by him
in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey.

He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the strap of his sandals. | have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove upon him.
And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you | am well pleased.”



John 1:6-8, 15, 19-28 .
P W
- [JOHN THE BAPTIST] SAID, "I AM THE
e (OCERGEEENERCRYING OUT IN
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a THE WILDERNESS,

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 77{0&%0 W%&

He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. Z

(John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one | spoke s the oot lsmh = F

about when | said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he
was before me.”
) Joln 1:23

Now this was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he
was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “| am not the Messiah.” They asked him, “Then who are you?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “l am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” Finally they said, “Who are you? Give
us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way for the Lord.”Now the Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” “| baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do
not know. He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.”

This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.



John 1:29-34

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of . R 129
the world! This is the one | meant when | said, ‘A man who |

comes after me has surpassed me because he was
before me. | myself did not know him, but the reason |
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed
to Israel.”

LOOK, THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO TAKES AWAY
THE SIN OF THE WORLD!

Then John gave this testimony: “I| saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on
him. And | myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The
man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy
Spirit.” | have seen and | testify that this is God’'s Chosen One."



John 1:35-39
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. R .
When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
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When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do
you want?”
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They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you
staying?”

“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”



John 3:22-30
John Testifies Again About Jesus

After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean
countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. Now
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was
plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. (This was Sy eisE{ReIee o h e y=rAe=) o
before John was put in prison.) An argument developed between some _IJ(TI};?Ct)_become less.

of John's disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial

washing. They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who
was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified
about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”

To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. You yourselves can testify
that | said, ‘'l am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him." The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend
who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s
voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; | must become less.”



Matthew 11:2-15

When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his
disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone
else?”

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who \ ,
does not stumble on account of me.” WA 7\ Mattewst14

N .

As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No,
those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written:

"

| will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.

Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of
heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. Whoever has ears, let
them hear.



MALACHI 3:1 T
“SEE, | WILL SEND MY MESSENGER,
WHO WILL PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE ME T
THEN SUDDENLY THE LORD YOU ARE SEEKING WILL COME TO HIS 3
TEMPLE; THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT,
WHOM YOU DESIRE, WILL COME,"” SAYS THE LORD ALMIGHTY.




BEHOLD, | WILL SEND
YOU ELIJAH THE
PROPHET BEFORE THE .
COMING OF THE GREAT
AND DREADFUL DAY

OF THE LORD . AND HE
WILL TURN THE
HEARTS OF THE
FATHERS TO THE

CHILDREN, AND THE =

HEARTS OF THE
CHILDREN TO,IHEIR
FATHERS, LESI OME
AND STRIKE THE
EARTH WITH A
CURSE.”
MALACHI 4:5-6 NKJV




Baptism is important as the sign that one has
been justifled by faith and as the public
declaration of one's faith in Christ and
membership in a local body of believers.

It is not the means of remission or forgiveness
of sins. The Bible is very clear that we are saved
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ
alone

.

“Then Peter said unto
them, Repent, and be
baptized every one
of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and

ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost."

ACTS 2:38




Can a person who is not baptized be saved?

To insist on baptism as necessary for salvation would be to impinge on the limitless
sovereignty of God, one of the essentials of the Reformed theological tradition.

Baptism is an indispensable part of Christian life

Romans 6:3-4

Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live

a new life.

Baptism is an indispensable part of Christian identity

Galatians 3:27-28

for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There
is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you

are all one in Christ Jesus.

Baptism is an indispensable part of Church’s mission

Matthew 28:19
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,



